
Pivotal is a group of organizations founded by Melinda French Gates  

in 2015 to help accelerate the pace of social progress. We work to expand 

women’s power and influence—including supporting movements to  

end violence and advance economic justice.  

Historically, women and girls of color have experienced higher rates of 

violence and economic instability than other racial and gender groups. 

Our work is focused on amplifying the power of communities and  

leaders who are at the frontlines of change. We envision a world where 

all women can live free from violence and have the economic resources  

to achieve their dreams.

OUR FOCUS AREAS 
Movements connect and scale the work of individuals and organizations 

to amplify impact. They employ a range of tactics that can be agile and 

responsive to the needs of women and girls of color from local communi-

ties to global society. 

Movement to End Violence 
The confluence of racial, sexual, and gender-based violence is an issue  

for many women around the world—one in three women globally have 

experienced some form of gender-based violence at least once in their 

lifetimes. This impacts the physical and mental health of women, as well 

as their ability to thrive at home and in the workplace. Our partners 

advance policies and practices that support survivors in the workplace 

and help them heal mentally and physically. 

Movement to Advance Economic Justice 
The lifetime earnings gap between women of color and white men in 

the U.S. is, on average, more than $1 million. We’re supporting partners 

to create an infrastructure in the U.S. in which all people have the 

economic resources to achieve a creative, dignified, and productive life. 

Ensuring women are economically stable, through higher wages and 

policies like paid family leave, means they have the freedom to lean into 

their full power and influence.

Read more about our approach

Centering Women  
and Girls of Color

Visit pivotal.com to learn more, sign up  
for email updates, and follow us on social.

https://www.unwomen.org/en/articles/facts-and-figures/facts-and-figures-ending-violence-against-women#83915
https://nwlc.org/resource/the-lifetime-wage-gap-state-by-state/
http://pivotal.com


OUR APPROACH

FEATURED PARTNERS DRIVING IMPACT
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Telling More Inclusive Stories

We fund organizations that amplify the voices of women and girls  

of color and elevate the issues they care about—especially racial,  

sexual, and gender-based violence and economic inequity. 

Supporting Movement Leaders 

We fund trainings, convenings, and targeted efforts to promote the  

holistic wellbeing of leaders who are spearheading social change  

so that they can sustain and scale their critical work.

Backing Grassroots Organizations

We connect grassroots organizations with resources and networks  

through regranting intermediaries to help them maximize their impact  

in building movements.

Building Longevity for Movements

We support innovative funding for organizations and leaders so  

they can identify new revenue strategies beyond government and  

philanthropic grants to create a sustainable financial future.

We support building a robust ecosystem of people and  
organizations working to end gender-based violence  
and advance economic justice by: 

Ending Violence Advancing Economic Justice


