
Pivotal is a group of organizations founded by Melinda French 

Gates in 2015 to help accelerate the pace of social progress.  

We support partners seeking to advance an ambitious policy 

agenda that breaks down barriers that hold people back in  

the United States.

From expanding access to affordable, high-quality care, to  

securing national paid leave protections, to strengthening mental 

health support for young people, we work with our partners  

to build support for policies that enable everyone to thrive.

The issues we support are nonpartisan and have broad appeal—

yet, historically, they have not been top priorities for lawmakers at 

the federal or state levels. We see real potential for public policy 

change and support partners who are positioned to lead the way.

OUR ROLE 

As a catalytic funder, Pivotal leverages a variety of tools to drive 

progress across critical issues. We invest in organizations that are 

developing public policy ideas, building diverse coalitions, and 

mobilizing for lasting change.

Advancing Policies 
that Improve  
People’s Lives

Read more about our approach 

“Public policy is ultimately about people. When you’re advocating for better policies, 
you’re advocating for the people whose lives will change because of them.”

Nicole Sawran Senior Director, Program Strategy, Advocacy & Public Affairs

Visit pivotal.com to learn more, sign up  
for email updates, and follow us on social.



OUR AGENDA OUR APPROACH

FEATURED PARTNERS DRIVING IMPACT
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Modernizing the Workplace   

Women should be able to advance in any industry, 

especially those that define our future. We strive  

to eliminate barriers—such as discrimination or  

the lack of access to paid leave—while expanding 

career pathways and opportunities.

Increasing Access to Care 

All women and youth should be able to get the 

care they want and need to thrive. We work to 

expand access to affordable child care, support for 

families caring for aging and disabled loved ones, 

mental health services for youth, and reproductive 

health care.

Supporting Health and Safety

Everyone should be able to live without fear of 

harm or violence, especially women and young 

people. We support organizations that seek  

to advance policies that prevent gender-based 

violence and harassment, support survivors, and 

protect the online safety and privacy of youth. 

We Seek Informed Perspectives   

Our agenda is driven by the people who are 

closest to the issues, including people with lived 

experience, advocates, policy experts, and  

leaders who know how to work with decision

makers to get things done.

We Strengthen Collaboration 

We support a wide range of people and organi-

zations working together to secure policy wins. 

When individuals with diverse perspectives and 

skills unite around common goals, they can drive 

unprecedented progress.

We Amplify Our Partners

We use our resources, our platform, and our 

networks to help our partners expand their reach 

and bring more attention to their critical work. 

We believe in the change our partners can make 

in the world.

Pivotal’s public policy agenda is driven by the 

change we want to see: greater power, influence, 

and well-being for women and families.

Pivotal’s approach to advocacy is a critical part 

of our comprehensive strategy to accelerate 

social progress.


