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Improving the Health
and Wellbeing
of Women and Families

Pivotal is a group of organizations founded by Melinda French
Gates in 2015 to help accelerate the pace of social progress. We
are removing barriers that hold people back by promoting the
health and wellbeing of women and families in the United States
and around the world.

Good health is foundational to women's power. Healthy women
have the ability to work, pursue education, and make life choices
that create economic stability. Currently, however, women spend
25 percent more of their lives in poor health than men do. Around
the world, hundreds of millions of women are still unable to access
the care and support they need. Women's health needs continue
to be neglected, with less data available, limited research, and
tighter funding dedicated to delivering solutions to the health
issues that impact women. These challenges extend to mental
health care, which is difficult to access for many women and
young people.

We work to improve the health and wellbeing of women and
families to help unlock economic and social progress for everyone.
By funding community-driven ideas, supporting advocacy for
policy change, and investing in innovative companies, we support
healthy women, families and communities.

In 2024, Melinda French Gates committed an additional $1 billion
through Pivotal Philanthropies Foundation to advance women's
power, including significant funding for women's mental and
physical health. This commitment builds on Pivotal's decade of
support for the health and wellbeing of women and families,
including investments in mental health access for young people.

Read more about our approach —»

Visit pivotal.com to learn more, sign up
for email updates, and follow us on social.



http://pivotal.com

OUR APPROACH

Doing this work well requires a mix of approach-
es. Through Pivotal Philanthropies Foundation
and Pivotal Ventures, LLC, we aim to address a
wide range of challenges using a variety of tools
including advocacy, partnerships, philanthropic
grants, and venture capital. All of our work

is unified by a shared vision, with our partners,
to improve the health of women and families
and build a strong foundation for flourishing
communities.

Funding Community-Driven Ideas

We are committed to a rigorous approach that
starts with listening to the communities in which
we work and learning from our partners, so we're
investing in solutions led by people with firsthand
experience of the challenges they're tackling.

Pivotal Philanthropies supports global leaders
working on projects to create health solutions

for women and families, including developing new
mental health solutions for women in Nigeria,
raising awareness of the unique problems faced
by men and boys, and advocating for maternal
health for Black women in the United States. In
2024, Pivotal Philanthropies announced the Action

for Women's Health global open call, run by Lever

for Change. The open call will provide $250 million
in grants to support organizations working to
improve the mental and physical health of women
around the world.

Advocating for Public Policy Change

Our partners work on a range of policies to support
the health and wellbeing of women throughout
their lives. They develop policy ideas, build diverse
coalitions, and mobilize for lasting change at the
state and federal levels to improve access to quality
health care for women and families, including re-
productive and maternal health care and mental
health services.

Pivotal Philanthropies supports nonprofit organ-
izations leading research and evidence-based
advocacy efforts to advance sexual and reproduc-
tive health and rights worldwide and policy and
advocacy leaders working to address women's
access to health coverage, quality maternal care,
digital health, and more.

Seeding Innovation that Benefits
Women and Families

We focus on encouraging private-sector innovators
to take on the challenges women and families
face. Pivotal Ventures makes direct investments in
companies that are focused on improving mental
and physical healthcare access and outcomes for
women and families.

The Pivotal Ventures investment portfolio includes
companies offering midwifery-led maternal care,
providing in-person and virtual mind and body
care for adult women, and making high-quality,
personalized mental health services more accessi-
ble for families.
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